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Trail Reminder
A polite reminder that as
the signs on the fence
show, the Tagessel
Activity Trail is out of
bounds to children and parents
before and after school. The trail
is timetabled through the week so
that all children have an
opportunity to play on it at
playtime or lunchtime when it is
supervised by staff.

Attendance

Just a reminder that as a school we will not be
authorising any holidays this year and will be passing
on details of unauthorised absence to the local
authority in order for them to make the decision
whether or not to enforce a fine. We have not taken
this decision lightly. If you have any questions,
please contact Jim.

In June, our Year 4 children will sit the
statutory times table test for the first
time. The test is completed in Year 4
as the National Curriculum states that
all children should be secure in their
times tables up to 12 x 12 by the end
of this year group. The test will be
administered on a computer/ipad and
children will be presented with mixed
times table questions with 6 seconds
to answer each question. More
information will be sent out for Year 4
parents later this term.
We would encourage all parents (not
just Year 4!) to practise times tables
with their children as much as
possible. We do a lot of
work in school on tables,
but the more children can
complete at home, the
more secure they will
get. Regardless of the
test in Year 4, confidence with times
tables helps with all areas of maths.

As part of our Harvest Festival, we will be collecting for the Durham Food Bank again this year.
Food items from the list can be sent into school
from Monday 14th October. As always, thank
you for your support—it is very much appreciated!

As you’ll already be aware, children from Year 3 to Year 6 earn
to
spend on books each week that they read four or more times. They then
visit Waterstones once per term to spend their reading wages. This year
we will be changing it slightly…
The first
children earn this term will go on a book that the children
choose from recommended year group book lists, however, there will still
be a huge range of books for the children to choose from including
poetry, fiction and non-fiction. We’ve made this change to ensure we can
make sure our class libraries stay up to date, but also contain books that
are appropriate for that year group.
The second
children earn will be spent during a trip to Waterstones on
ANY book of their choice. The children can then take this book home and
keep it…..

Our first Friends event for the children is the Halloween Disco
which will be held on Thursday 24th October. Tickets cost £2 and
must be purchased before the event as there will be no option to
pay on the door. Letters will be sent out two weeks prior to the
event.
Warning: The Halloween outfits children wear can often be quite
scary and in the past some younger children have become upset
by some of the costumes/masks the older children wear at this
event. If you feel your child will be easily upset, please don’t allow
them to attend. The next disco will be the ‘Spring Ball’ which may
be a better one for your child to be involved in.

Our next Friends meeting is on Tuesday 17th September
at 6pm. If you are interested in joining the friends and
would like to attend the meeting, please contact Miss
Boustead via the school office. If you are unable to
attend the meeting but would still like to be involved
with the Friends, still contact Miss Boustead! We are
always looking to recruit new members and you are free
to get involved at any point in the school year.

We will be holding our Harvest Raffle later this half
term and would welcome any donations of As the
Friends will be creating hampers, individual items of
food or gifts would be brilliant. They will then be
combined and packaged into hampers ready for the
raffle. Suggestions for items are given below:











Packet of biscuits
Sweets
Box of chocolates
Bottle of wine
Hot chocolate
New children's books
Bubble bath/other pamper items!
Small children's toys
Colouring books

Please send any donations into school with your child.
Any donations of alcohol should be taken directly to
the school office.
Tickets will be 50p each or £2.50 per book. All
families will receive two books of tickets. Please
return any unused tickets to the school office.

This term, we have been lucky enough to
secure 15 places for our Y5 and 6 children
to get involved in the Durham Constabulary
Mini Police Project. Each week for five weeks,
a group of children in Y5 and 6 will have an opportunity to
work with the police on a range of different activities which
will include planning an activity to share their learning with
the whole school and a local community event. The children
will also have an opportunity to visit Durham Police station.

Our Year 3 children are taking part in Forest Schools this half
term with Miss Cottle. They are linking their learning to their
class novel of ‘The Wizards of Once’ by Cressida Cowell and
also to their term’s topic of the Stone Age. Each class has at
least a half term block of Forest Schools each year.

At the end of last year, we were
successful in our application to be
involved in the Primary Careers
Benchmark Project.
This means we will be doing a lot of
work with the children this year on
finding out about possible career
routes, visiting workplaces and
talking to people about their career
paths and the jobs they do.
We will be starting this work by
taking 15 children to the ‘Bring it On’
Engineering Exhibition at The Beacon
of Light in
Sunderland.
We would have
loved to take
more children,
but,
unfortunately
places are only
allocated in
groups of 15.

Did you know?
 The group will work on the same
This year, from Y2 to Y6, children will have
additional reading homework each week
in the form of Book Club. The aim of Book
Club is to give the children an opportunity
to read books that they wouldn’t
necessarily choose to read themselves and
make sure that they are reading books
from a range of different authors and
genres:

book over a half term

 Each week they will read in school
with an adult and discuss the text

 Each week they will be given a
number of pages to read at home

 They will discuss what they have
read at home in the following session

10 year olds who
enjoy reading have
a reading age 1.3
years higher than
their peers who do
not enjoy reading.
This rises to 2.2
years for 12 year
olds and 3.3 years
for 14 year olds.
Literacy Trust

 Children will be put into a Book Club
Group with children of a similar
reading ability

We are excited to let you know more about the new homework website we will be using: Times Table
Rockstars!
Key information is given below:
 All children now have their
 Children should use the site

- a recommendation would be to use the site
. They key with times tables is little and often.

while they use the site will allow you to see which times tables they need to work on
 Each child has completed a
to show their teacher the times tables they need to work
on
 Their work on Times Table Rockstars will then be
.
There are a range of different games that children can play on
the site (as shown by the table below). The best game for
children to start off with would be
as this is where
the children practise the times tables that they specifically
need to work on.
Once your child is secure with all tables,
(Y4 upwards, but earlier depending on how
much practice they do!) they can try
games such as
and
to
give them quickfire practice at mixed
times tables.
At the moment, these are the games we will be focusing on in school as the children get
familiar with the site. Once they are experienced Rockstars, we will move into using more
of the multiplayer games!

Sporting Coaches…
This year we are continuing our PE partnership with the SSP and through them we access
specialist sports coaching. This half term, Year 3 and 4 children are working with a Tag Rugby
Coach every week. Next half term, Year 2 and Year 3 will be working with Basketball coaches
every week. Later in the year we will be working with coaches in yoga.
Active Playtimes and Lunchtimes
Miss Stephens has been busy training our referees and play leaders for the coming term. Our
playground is broken into different zones: the trail area, games area, running area, dancing area,
floor trail and the MUGA. Some areas, such as the trail, games area and the MUGA are
timetabled to ensure that all children get an opportunity to use them, but no child is forced to
use any of the areas! Our Y5 and 6 play leaders run the games area and our Year 5 and 6
referees keep order on the MUGA. They’re already doing an amazing job!
SO Crew
Miss Stephens has just appointed our new SO (Sports Organising) Crew who will be getting
themselves involved in all of our sporting work this year. Neve and Libbi are our media team who
will be joining other children at events and reporting on their achievements. Spencer is our Intraschool sports coordinator and Matthew is our Inter-Sport coordinator but both will be working
together to help organise school competitions!
Festivals
We are very excited to be involved in several new festivals this
year, including martial arts festivals for Y2 and Y4, a Boccia
festival for Y6, dance festival for Y5, Multi-skills festival for Y3
and the infant games for Y1. It’s going to be a busy year!

Your responses…

Twitter Page
@TudhoeColliery
Find us at @TudhoeColliery for
regular updates including photos of
children’s work and general day to
day life in school.

Parent
Voice

This is a space for us to comment on any feedback we receive via
the half termly newsletter. As always, we encourage parents to
come and speak to us in school at anytime if you have an issue or concern; Jim
(Headteacher) and Allison (Deputy Headteacher) are always available. That way
we can deal with any issues you may have as if we don’t know about it, we can’t
fix it. Thank you.
What Do You Think?
In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school. Do you have any suggestions? Is there anything
we could do better? What are we doing well? Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box
below, cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!)

