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Staffing Updates

. In Year 1, Miss Collins has had her baby
boy. Miss Liddell will be supporting in
Year 1 on the morning.

. In Year 3, Mrs Sheldon is back in class
after injuring her hip and is very
excited to be back!

. In Year 5, Miss Dodds is supporting in
class every day.

. Miss Freeman is back in school and
will be covering different classes.

Comic Relief

Thank you for your donations for
Comic Relief. We raised over
£220!

Sastep £gg Contest|

Thank you to everyone who created an egg-cellent entry
for our egg decorating competition. We were
overwhelmed by the number of entries with over 150 of
you sending in your brilliant family creations. The
children loved telling us about all the fun they’d had
making them at home. We had to quickly change from a
winner in each key stage, to one per class and even
then, the decision was incredibly difficult. Head to
Facebook to look at the photos of the entries from each
class!
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School Banner
We are working with a fantastic artist to create
a school banner to celebrate our 150th
birthday! Children across school came up with
ideas and sketched designs which were
combined to create a final design. Year 5
worked with the artist to paint the banner and
the finishing touches are just being added! We
can’t wait to see it when it's done!

As we approach summer, we are asking all
#i:[...| families to apply all day suncream to children
" on sunny days. Previously, we have relied on
children being able to reapply their own suncream throughout the day.
This is tricky to keep track of and children struggle to make sure they
apply it everywhere, so this change should help keep all children safe in

: Upcoming changes to
= PE kit from September

|
= After suggestions from parent
= governors and comments from
p further parents, we have

- decided to reintroduce a

the sun. (] sl'andard PE kit for all children
" from September.
Q@ L]
JEWELLERY Bil<e HOUMth = This will be:
As the weather gets nicer, |a
B@[EMUWH@[EB@ more children are riding : . A plain red t-shirt
We are still Seeing a |ot of Children bikes and scooters to school. |
wearing jewellery to school. The only Please ensure all children |[s=+  Black/ grey bottoms
Jewellery permitted in SChool iS one who ride to school are |2 (shorts, joggers or leggings)
Pair of stud earringds (not even smail wearing a helmet. The road |= .
hOOPS) And A nOrmal | | gets very busy and even the 0 Trainers

watcCh/ fitbit. Please ;
ensure Your child is mf:("t skilled
not wearing any rigers can
rinas, bracelets or | | fall off or be
necklaces for SChool, b‘{nlped
INto.

= Children will still come fo school

- dressed in their PE kit on PE

- days. Long hair must be tied up
am:l earrings removed/ covered.
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Round o} applause (or eun amaging Yean & childnen on thein i [
peyeunance of The Tempest as pant of the Shakespewre Gcheols Fealival.
I “We are such stuff as dreams are made
[ Df”

I The Tempest

by Tudhoe Colliery Primary School
at Durham Gala Theatre, 5™ March 2026
appraised by Hannah Bainbridge

It is an absolute delight, in our 25™ anniversary year, to be celebrating with Tudhoe Colliery
Primary School and to be marking this milestone with their wonderful production of The

I Tempest as part of Shakespeare Schools Theatre Festival's Spring season. Here are some of my
highlights from the performance at Durham Gala Theatre.

| absolutely loved how your production began. Making the shape of the boat as an ensemble -

complete with a sail - was a brilliant idea, plus, swaying in unison, like the movement of waves,
made me immediately know we were at sea! | really enjoyed that you all spoke in unison when
you were about to be shipwrecked - that was a long section to speak together and you timed it
superbly! Your slow motion movement was so powerful and you used the space well to show

= gach group becoming separated on the island. You started the show with a bang - | was hooked!

| have to mention your incredible split scene for scenes 3 and 4. What a great idea to create a

human wall with the ensemble and the narrators stood strong at the top of the line,

commanding the space incredibly welll On stage left, you wielded your swords with power and

on stage right the camaraderie between Trinculo, Stephano and Caliban was incredible! What a
= brilliantly acted section of your play.

Finally, that lovely fight scene that Ariel orchestrated as your play neared its end. Choosing the
Rocky music was amazing, because it created a great sense of building tension. The whole
ensemble then chanting fight', whilst in darkness and pumping their fists in the air was ominous
but also created a sense that everyone had been taken over by the madness of the island.

= Asacompany you worked incredibly well together, and were always in sync when doing big
scene changes! As an ensemble your use or gesture throughout the performance was fantastic,
I especially when dancing to Surfin’ USA".

Performances like this show us that Shakespeare can live on, in the hands of young people, in
fresh, exciting and reimagined ways. We hope to welcome you back to Shakespeare Schools
®  Theatre Festival for another 25 years - and beyond!

Parent Communication Survey

Thank you so much to everyone who filled out the communication survey that was sent
home. It's so helpful to get your feedback and we really appreciate the comments and
suggestions.

Almost all of the responses were positive, which was lovely to hear and there were some
small suggestions which were discussed in the meeting.

. Generally parents find the regular reminders and updates useful. It would be tricky to
send out a weekly bulletin with everything for the next week as some information is
whole school and some is per class/ group. Often things change due to weather or
staffing or any other number of reasons, so we’d still likely need to send daily
information.

. Parents like the end of week updates on what children have been learning in class
and would like to know a bit more about topics before children do them, so we will
be adding more detailed topic information to termly class newsletters.

. Parents enjoy the updates on Seesaw and the posts on Facebook and find Parentmail
useful. Parents appreciate that staff are always available to chat to/ discuss anything
either in person or via the class email.

. Parents found the information shared at Parents’ Evening useful and like seeing a
range of their children’s books.

. If you ever have any comments to share please contact Miss Gray on the
dtcyearr@tudhoecolliery.co.uk email.




A FOCUS OW
ATTENDANCE

Good attendance is key to children’s success in
school. We monitor children’s attendance daily,
looking for patterns, signs of improvement and
signs that attendance may be starting to cause
concern.

The table shows what is classed as good
attendance and at which point school would have
a cause for concern You always have access to
Your child’s current attendance through Arbor.

If your child’s attendance drops below 90%, or is
approaching 90%, you may be invited into school
for a meeting with Miss Boustead to discuss your
child’s attendance. The focus of these meetings
is to identify any barriers to your child’s
attendance and any ways in which school can
provide support.

You don't need to wait until you're invited to a
meeting to discuss your child's attendance in
school. If there are factors affecting your child’s
attendance, then school need to be aware.

In addition to independence points, children will
also now have the chance to earn class points
for their behaviour around school. As part of this,
children will earn a point towards their class
total for every day they are in school. We'll
share more about this new rewards system soon/

0 |
100-98% Outstanding “‘;ﬁ“e;';i":czcg’o
93%-94% Good 3%
94%-91% Concern

This is classed as

persistent absence

90% and below [IRTITITEN 66, LY )

: It offects Year 6 results. .. Children who attend nearly every

: day in Year 6 (95-100% attendance) have 30% higher odds of
: reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths
: compared to similar pupils who attend 90-95% of the time.

: It affects Year Il results.... Year 11 pupils with near-perfect &
: attendance have almost double the odds of achieving grade 5 in :
: English and Maths GCSE compared to similar pupils attending

: 90-95% of the time.

It affects future earnings ... Persistently absent pupils in
: secondary school could earn £10,000 less at age 2.8 compared
: to pupils with near-perfect attendance.

For each additional day of absence between Years 7 to 11, the
: typical pupil could miss out on an average of £750 in future
: lifetime earnings.

Absence due to lliness
We know that sometimes our pupils cannot come to school

because they are really unwell - and that's the right thing to

Current Attendance

Reception 96.6%
Year | 95%
Year 2 96.1%
Year 3 97.6%
Year 4 96.3%
Year 5 95.7%
Year 6 96.6%

Growing Healthy
County Durham 0-25 App

do for them and other students. Medical advice is clear
however that children with mild illness will often be well
enough to attend - for example if they have a cough, or cold,
without a temperature. The NHS guidance s my child too ill
for school? - NHS (wwwnhsuk) is designed to support
parents in their decision making about mild illness. This is
also accessible on the Growing Healthy App which has a
wide range of helpful health advice for families.

[NHS ]

Search Children's
Health Service
HDFT App

£ Download on the
@& App Store
GETITON
® Google Play

£ Downioad an the
@& App Store
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hildren had an excellent time! The children battled their way through
ames heroically and had a lot of fun in the process.

nother tournament. Another County Finals appearance! Everyone at
14 TCP is super proud of the team for reaching the County Finals. The -
children competed superbly and were fantastic ambassadors for the school.

We recently had a whole school skipping day and the children were
brilliant. We had so much fun and lots of staff joined in too! It's great
seeing all the children putting their new skills to the test during

Seesaw, Parentmail, Facebook

WWW_tUudhoecollieryprimaryschool .co. Uk

As always, we encourage parents to contact us in school at anytime if you have an issue or
concern; Allison (Headteacher) is always available and class teachers can always be contacted via
the class email. That way we can deal with any issues you may have - if we don't know about it, we
can't fix it.
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What Do You Think?
in each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school. Do you have any suggestions? Is there anything
we could do better? What are we doing well? Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box
below, cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!)




