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Music development plan summary: Tudhoe Colliery 
Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 

Name of the school music lead Caroline Gray  

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Durham Music Service  

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Charanga  

Part A: Curriculum music 

The music curriculum at Tudhoe Colliery Primary School uses the Charanga Model 

Music Scheme which is designed to more than meet the recommendations in the model 

music curriculum. Expert input is delivered by the Durham Music Service and builds in 

complexity from Year 1 to Year 6.  

The music curriculum and rationale can be access through the following link: 

https://www.tudhoecollieryprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/music-

rationale-orange.pdf  

• All pupils in KS1 and KS2 receive two half terms of expert music instruction one 

hour per week. Children within KS1 focus on general musicality, singing and 

untuned percussion. Within KS2, pupils focus on a different instrument within each 

year group: Year 3 recorder, Year 4 ukulele, Year 5 glockenspiel and Year 6 app-

based keyboard. These lessons are always based on securing basic skills with the 

instruments, learning to read music, singing and playing at the same time and 

build up to composing. School has invested in class sets of all of these 

instruments so there is always enough for one per child.  

• During half terms where music is not taught by an expert from the Durham Music 

Service, class teachers teach pupils at least a full day of music using the model 

music curriculum-based scheme on Charanga. Over the course of the year, the 

full curriculum for each class is covered. These sessions are widely taught using a 

whole class set of glockenspiels, but some classes choose to use their focus 

instrument (see above) after they have taken part in their music lessons with 

https://www.tudhoecollieryprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/music-rationale-orange.pdf
https://www.tudhoecollieryprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/music-rationale-orange.pdf
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Durham Music Service. Each unit combines these strands within a specific topic 

designed to capture pupils’ imagination and encourage them to explore music 

enthusiastically.   Central to the scheme, children are actively involved in using 

and developing their singing voices, using body percussion and whole-body 

actions, and learning to handle and play classroom instruments effectively to 

create and express their own and others’ music. Through a range of whole class, 

group and individual activities, children have opportunities to explore sounds, 

listen actively, compose and perform. During music lessons, children are given 

opportunities to learn music-specific vocabulary in a meaningful context. 

• All pupils are involved in all music sessions within school. Access arrangements 

are made to meet the individual needs of the child. All pupils have access to ear 

defenders if they would like them.  

• Throughout the year, classes also have a number of opportunities to learn and 

perform songs as a class (see Part C) 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

• Pupils in Year 4-6 have the opportunity to take part in additional brass instrument 

lessons for half an hour per week throughout the year. These lessons are paid for 

by parents and subsidised for Pupil Premium pupils. (Last year, pupils in this 

group performed in the Spennymoor Gala and other public events outside of 

school. They also performed for the whole school and at parent events). These 

sessions are in small groups, so pupils have time and space to practise their 

instrument.  

• Throughout school, pupils also have the opportunity to join a free of charge after-

school club-based choir. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. All in school 

music events, including Christmas performances and professional live music for pupils 

are currently free for everyone.  

• Opportunities are planned into the wider curriculum for pupils to sing and we have 

several whole school/ parent events throughout the year that as based around 

class/ whole school performances of songs: 

- Harvest festival: each class performs a song for a parent audience and the 

whole school sing together.  

- Christmas production: each year, school puts on several performances of a 

whole school Christmas performance. This involves each class singing a song 

and at least one whole school song.   
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- Christmas carols: another annual whole school music event is our Christmas 

carol concert. Each class performs a song and there are some whole school 

songs. This often includes a performance from the pupils who choose to take 

part in additional brass sessions, which are also provided by the Durham Music 

Service for pupils in Year 4 and up.  

- Shakespeare Schools Festival: In Year 4, the pupils take part in the 

Shakespeare Schools Festival, which involves performing a Shakespeare play 

on a professional stage toa public audience (usually of around 500 people). 

This production always includes moving to music, singing and may include 

musical instruments.  

- Year 6 leavers’ assembly: the Year 6 always perform for the school and their 

parents at the end of the school year and this always involves learning and 

performing a song.  

• Whole school singing assembly takes places once a week, where pupils learn a 

range of modern songs (often with themes in line with our school ethos) such as 

‘This is Me’, ‘True Colours’, ‘Try Everything’  

• Music appreciation takes place within weekly assemblies where pupils hear, and 

become familiar with, music from a range of genres and time periods.  

• Through school’s partnership with the Durham Music Service, pupils experience at 

least two music performances from professionals of different instruments. In the 

past there has been a guitar group, a brass band, a woodwind group, a strings 

group and a vocal group.  

• Each year, school welcomes the Durham Brass Festival and it is a highlight of 

summer term when a brass band perform for the whole school. Pupils actively 

engage in these sessions with call and respond sing, dancing and learning about 

the instruments.  

• Every other year, the Year 5 and 6 pupils have the opportunity to take part in a 

residential trip to London which includes a West End show. This year 50 pupils 

enjoyed the wonders of The Lion King.  

In the future 

• School would like to encourage more pupils to take up an instrument  

• Have the capacity to have a regular choir within the school day.  

• School would like to be involved in a pupil music performance that takes place 

outside of school e.g. The Big Sing or Christmas carolling in local care homes or 

for Tea @2 

• School music performances to be spread across the year as there are currently 

three in Autumn term with fewer the rest of the year.  
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Further information 

This link is for the Durham Music Service page giving parents information on how to 

encourage children on their musical journey: 

https://www.durhammusic.org.uk/faqs/encouragement  

 

 

 

https://www.durhammusic.org.uk/faqs/encouragement

