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Children at the expected level of development will:  
• Children at the expected level of development will: 
•  Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;  
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;  
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;  
• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;   
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

Key Texts The Always Books – Key Texts The Always Books – The Dream Reads 

Picture books 

• Where the Poppies Now Grow (Hilary Robinson and 
Martin Impey) 

• Luna Loves Art (Joseph Coelho) 

• Elmer (David McKee) 
• Elmer’s Special Day (David McKee) 
• Ghanaian Goldilocks (Dr Tamara Pizzoli) 
• When I grow up (Tim Minchin) 
• Twas the Night Before Christmas (Clement Clarke 

Moore) 

• Paddington (Michael Bond)  
• The Queen’s Hat (Steve Antony) 
• The Queen’s Knickers (Nicholas Allan) 
• Wangari’s Trees of Peace (Jeanette Winter) 

• We’re Going on a Lion Hunt (David Axtell)  
• A ticket around the world (Natalie Diaz) 
• Oliver’s Vegetables (Vivian French)  
• The Tiny Seed (Eric Carle) 

 
 
Books to develop Phonological Awareness 

• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom (Bill Martin Jr.) 

• Green eggs and ham (Dr Seuss)  
• There’s a Wocket in my pocket (Dr Seuss) 
• Fox in Socks (Dr Seuss)  
• The Cat in the Hat (Dr Seuss) 
• If you’re happy and you know it (Anna McQuinn) 

• The Very Hungry Caterpillar (Eric Carle) 
• Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you see? (Eric 

Carle)  
• Polar Bear, Polar Bear, what do you hear? (Eric Carle) 

• Slowly, slowly, slowly said the Sloth (Eric Carle) 
• Sheep in a Jeep (Nancy E Shaw)  
• Click, Clack Moo: Cows that type (Doreen Cronin) 
• Each Peach Pear Plum (Janet Ahlberg) 
• Quack, Quack, Moo. We see you! (Mij Kelly)  

• Nursery Rhyme Treasury  
• Oi Frog (Kes Gray)  
• We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (Michael Rosen)  
• Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy (Lynley Dodd) 

  Fairy Stories, Myths and Legends 

• The Three Little Pigs 
• The Gingerbread Man  
• Jack and the Beanstalk  
• Goldilocks and the Three Bears  

 
 
Key Poems (those in red to learn by heart) 

• Nursery Rhyme Collection (See ‘Core Songs and 
Rhymes’ plan for more details)  

• Words that make me smile (Laura Mucha) 
• Where does the Bounce come from? (Michael 

Rosen) 

• The Leaf’s Lament (Andrew Fusek-Peters) 
• The Coming of Teddy Bears (Dennis Lee) 
• Crayon Poem (James Carter) 
• Bubbles (James Carter) 

 
 
 
Non-fiction 

• London (Klara Hawkins)  
• The Big Book of the UK (Imogen Russell 

Williams) 

• The Big Book of Blooms (Yuval Zommer) 
• See Inside: How Things Work (Conrad Mason) 
• Weather and the Seasons (DK) 
• This is how we Stay Safe (DK) 
• Caterpillar to Butterfly (National Geographic 

Kids) 
• Lifecycles: Egg to Chicken (Camilla de la 

Bedoyere) 

• Goodbye Summer, Hello Autumn (Kenard Pak) 
 
Picture books 

• Luna Loves Art (Joseph Coelho) 

• When I grow up (Tim Minchin) 
• Twas the Night Before Christmas (Clement 

Clarke Moore) 
• Oliver’s Vegetables (Vivian French)  

• The Tiny Seed (Eric Carle) 
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Key Texts Key Themes 

Key poems (those in red to learn by heart to 
perform) 

• Nursery Rhyme Collection (See ‘Core Songs 
and Rhymes’ plan for more details)  

• Words that make me smile (Laura Mucha) 
• Where does the Bounce come from? 

(Michael Rosen) 
• The Leaf’s Lament (Andrew Fusek-Peters) 
• The Coming of Teddy Bears (Dennis Lee) 
• Crayon Poem (James Carter) 
• Bubbles (James Carter) 

 
 
Poetry Collections 

• Zim Zam Zoom (James Carter and Nicola 
Colton)  

• Wriggle and Roar! (Julia Donaldson) 
• Out and About: A First Book of Poems  
• A Great Big Cuddle (Michael Rosen)  
• Poems Out Loud (Laurie Stansfield)  
• Let’s Celebrate: Festival Poems from 

Around the World (Debjani Chatterjee)  
• I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree (Fiona 

Waters and Fran Preston-Gannon)    
 
 
Other Key Texts: 

• The Nativity Story  
• The Easter Story  

 
 
Song Lyrics: 

• You’ve Got a Friend in Me (Randy Newman – 
Toy Story) – Friendship  

• What a Wonderful World (Louis Armstrong) 
– Appreciation, Respect  

• Go the Distance (Hercules) – Determination, 
Self-Belief  

• Try Everything (Shakira – Zootopia) – Never 
giving up/growth mindset  

 

Non-Fiction 
• London (Klara Hawkins)  
• The Big Book of the UK (Imogen Russell Williams) 
• The Big Book of Blooms (Yuval Zommer) 
• The Big Book of Bugs (Yuval Zommer) 
• The Big Book of Beasts (Yuval Zommer) 
• See Inside: Inventions (Alex Frith)  
• See Inside: How Things Work (Conrad Mason) 
• Look Inside: London (Usborne) 
• Weather and the Seasons (DK) 
• This is how we Keep Healthy (DK) 
• This is how we Stay Safe (DK) 
• Busy People Collection (Dentist, Firefighter etc.) 
• Caterpillar to Butterfly (National Geographic Kids) 
• Lifecycles: Egg to Chicken (Camilla de la Bedoyere) 
• Goodbye Summer, Hello Autumn (Kenard Pak) 

 
  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development themes and key texts: 

• Naming Feelings 
• Rules and why they are important 
• Celebrating Difference 
• Looking after my body 
• Empathy 
• Community 

 

 

 
 

 

 


