
WORD READING  
(taught through the RWI phonics ane reading programme) 

BIG 3:  
Retrieval 

BIG 3:  
Inference 

BIG 3:  
Language 

MINI 2:  
Sequencing 

MINI 4:  
Predicting 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;   

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;   

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words.  

(Word Reading ELG) 

Use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems and during role-
play (Comprehension ELG) 

 Anticipate—

where 

appropriate—

key events in 

stories 

(Comprehension 

ELG) 

Demonstrate understanding of 
what has been read to them by 
retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and 
recently introduced vocabulary 
(Comprehension ELG) 

Children should... 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 

, and maps (People, Culture and communities ELG) 

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in 

this country,  (People, Culture and 

communities ELG) 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 

 and – when appropriate – maps (People, 

Culture and communities ELG) 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, (The Natural World 

ELG) 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, 

(Past and Present ELG) 

• Understand the past through settings, 

(Past and Present ELG) 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, 

comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions 

and small group interactions (LAU ELG) 

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 

understanding (LAU ELG) 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their 

teacher and peers (LAU ELG) 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own 

ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary (Speaking ELG) 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently 

introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 

appropriate (Speaking ELG) 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 

including use of past, present, and future tenses and making use of 

conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher (Speaking ELG) 

 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate 

try to move in time with music.  

(Being Imaginative and Expressive ELG) 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and 

stories  (Creating with Materials ELG) 

Children should experience: 

• Non-fiction e.g. linked to history, science and geography learning 

• Stories including those linked to other curriculum areas 

• Rhymes and poems 



Through our reading curriculum, children will 

A. Develop their phonic knowledge so they can accurately decode words (focused on within EYFS and KS1, 
continued through intervention in KS2 if required) 

B. Develop fluency in reading and be able to read with tone and expression 

C. Develop a love of reading and individual preferences for books and authors 

D. Be able to talk confidently about books and their opinion on what they have read 

E. Develop and extend their vocabulary 

F. Develop a deep understanding of what they have read 

G. Develop their understanding of the world through experiencing a wide range of different genres and authors 

All aims have equal weighting and all children will have access to a 

curriculum that covers these aspects.  

E.g. SEN children in Year 6 may still be focusing on decoding and 

fluency, but will still experience rich texts with a range  of vocabulary 

through reading lessons, class novels and book club texts 

Focus—A & B 

Children will start 

phonics as soon as 

their Baseline has 

been completed and 

will continue this 

throughout Reception. 

Children also take part 

in an additional whole 

class Speed Sounds 

lesson In the 

afternoon. Additional 

shorter phonics 

interventions will also 

be run on an 

afternoon for children 

who need it. Decodable 

books, from the RWI 

programme, are sent 

home as soon as 

children start blending. 

Focus—C, D, G 

Once a week children can bring in a book 

from home to read independently and 

share with each other. It is a chance for 

children to read a book of their choice, 

apply the discussion skills they’ve been 

taught in reading lessons and another 

opportunity for staff to monitor reading 

habits and guide children’s book selections.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9am  

RWI Phonics 

 

RWI Phonics 

 

RWI Phonics 

 

RWI Phonics 

 

RWI Phonics 

10:10am Book Talk Book Talk Book Talk Book Talk Book Talk 

11:10-11:40am Maths Maths Maths Maths Maths 

11:40-12:20 Provision Provision Provision Provision Provision 

1220-12:30 Speed Sounds Speed Sounds Speed Sounds Speed Sounds Speed Sounds 

Focus—C-G 

In addition to the children’s daily RWI sessions, they also have a daily Book Talk session where the 

focus is for them to share a rich text and discuss as a group. These sessions could focus on 

poetry, non-fiction, picture books, or fiction and aim to develop children’s understanding of what 

they have read and ability to discuss a text. These sessions also ensure all children are gaining 

access to high quality language rich texts.  

The 40 Reception Dream Reads are key to our Book Talk sessions, as well as other books taken 

from our literature plan and curriculum plans.  

Focus—C-G 

Opportunities are taken across the 

curriculum to share texts with children e.g. 

stories linked to the past, or non-fiction 

books linked to science. As a school we 

recognise the power that texts can have in 

supporting children to develop their 

understanding of all areas of the 

curriculum. Texts are planned, but new 

texts are added constantly.  


