
 Year 3 Literature Plan 
 

Children should… 
• Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books 
• Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends and retelling these orally 
• Recognising some different forms of poetry 
• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform 

 

The lists below are not exhaustive and staff 
always have freedom to choose additional texts 
as they see fit. In KS2, texts from the literature 

plan will also often be used as a stimulus for 
writing, however this is dependent upon the 

purpose of writing being taught. 

The Always Books - Class Novels The Always Books – Other Key Texts Other Key Texts 

 
The Wizards of Once (Cressida 
Cowell) 
PSHCE focus on family, loyalty 
and being yourself.  
 
 
Stitch Head (Guy Bass)  
PSHCE focus on belonging, 
overcoming fears and being 
true to yourself.  
 

 
Varjak Paw (SF Said) 
PSHCE focus on family, 
independence, friendship and 
doing the right thing 
 
 
Iron Man (Ted Hughes) – 
modern classic by significant 
author, PSHCE focus on 
friendship, fear and not 
judging others  
 

 
The Alien in the Jam Factory 
(Chrissie Sains) 
PSHCE focus on representation 
and diversity 
 
 
Emil and the Detectives (Erich  
Kastner) 
Classic book – focus on 
language 
 

 
Little Match Girl Strikes 
Back (Emma Carroll) 
Topic link to changes in 
equality. PSHCE link to equal 
rights. 
 

 

Fairy Stories, Myths and Legends 
• Berlie Doherty Fairytales 
• Egyptian Myths 
• Egyptian Cinderella 
• Lambton Worm 

 
 
Key Poems (those in red to learn by heart to perform) 

• The Owl and the Pussycat (Edward Lear) 
• McCavity the Mystery Cat (TS Elliot) 
• The Walrus and the Carpenter (Lewis Carroll) 
• The Magic Box (Kit Wright) 
• The Mrs Butler Blues (Allan Ahlberg) 
• Chocolate Cake (Michael Rosen) 
• Someone (Walter De La Mare)  
• I Opened a Book (Julia Donaldson) 
• There’s a Dragon in the Classroom (Charles Thomson) 

 
 
Other Key Texts: 

• The Tear Thief (Carol Ann Duffy) 

• Berlie Doherty Fairytales 
• Where the Poppies Now Grow (Hilary Robinson and Martin Impey) 
• Forgotten Fairytales of Brave and Brilliant Girls (Kate Pankhurst) 

 
 
 
Picture Books: 

• After the Fall (Dan Santat) 
• Nen and the Lonely Fisherman (Ian Eagleton) 
• The Proudest Blue (Ibtihaj Muhammad) 
• The Journey (Francesca Sanna) 
• The Day War Came (Nicola Davies) 

 
 

 
 

Key poems  
• The Quangle Wangle’s Hat (Edward Lear) 
• The Pobble who has no toes (Edward Lear) 
• McCavity the Mystery Cat (TS Elliot) 
• The Walrus and the Carpenter (Lewis Carroll) 
• Little Red Riding Hood, Revolting Rhymes (Roald 

Dahl)  
• Chocolate Cake (Michael Rosen) 
• Jim Who Ran Away from his Nurse and was eaten 

by a Lion (Hilaire Belloc) 
• Matilda (Hilaire Belloc) 
• The Spider and the Fly (Mary Howett) 
• My Shadow (Robert Louis Stevenson) 
• Dishonest (Rachel Rooney) 
• Please Mrs Butler (Allan Ahlberg) – recap from 

Year 2 
• The Mrs Butler Blues (Allan Ahlberg) 
• The Great Fire of London (Paul Szirtes) 
• The Seagulls (Michael Rosen) 
• The Space on the Page (Michael Rosen) 
• New School Shoes (Sarah Ziman) 
• Sad Rags (David Bleiman) 
• Cakey Yum Yum (Nina Parmenter) 
• The Heron (Jonathan Humble) 
• The Bones of Houses (Brian Moses) 
• Thank you, Dear Rubber (Jaqueline Shirtliff) 

 
 
Poetry Collections 

• Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats (TS Eliot) 
• Apes to Zebras an A to Z of Shape Poems (Liz 

Brownlea) 
• The Day I fell down the Toilet and other poems 

(Steve Turner) 
• Being Me: Poems about thoughts, worries and 

feelings (Liz Brownlea) 
• Quick let’s get out of here (Michael Rosen and 

Quentin Blake) 



 Year 3 Literature Plan 
 

Key Texts 

Non-fiction 
• A Street through Time (Steve Noon) 
• The Street beneath my feet (Charlotte Guillain) 
• Blue Planet II 
• Stone Girl, Bone Girl – the Story of Mary Anning (Laurence Anholt) 
• A Planet full of Plastic (Neal Layton) 
• Marie Curie and her daughters (Imogen Greenberg) 

 
 
 

 

Other Key Texts: 
• The Iron Woman (Ted Hughes) 
• Forgotten Fairytales of Brave and Brilliant Girls (Kate Pankhurst) 
• The Lost Happy Endings (Carol Ann Duffy) 
• Where the Poppies Now Grow (Hilary Robinson and Martin Impey) 
• Storm (Kevin Crossley-Holland) 
• The Minpins (Roald Dahl) 

 
 
Picture books  

• The Pebble in my Pocket (topic link) (Meredith Hooper) 
• Julian is a Mermaid (Jessica Love) E&C theme 
• Greta and the Giants (Zoe Tucker) 
• Voices in the Park (Anthony Browne) 
• Pandora (Victoria Turnbull) 
• Lucy’s Blue Day (Christopher Duke) 
• The Man Who Walked Between The Towers (Mordica Gerstein) 
• The Way Home (Gregory Rogers) 
• Small in the City (Sydney Smith) 
• Eyes that kiss in the corners (Joanna Ho) 
• Julian at the Wedding (Jessica Love) 
• Freedom we sing (Amyra Leon) 
• The Name Jar (Yangsook Choi) 
• Last – the story of a White Rhino (Nicola Davies) 

 
 
Song Lyrics 

• This is Me (Keala Settle) 
• How Far I’ll Go (from Moana) 
• Under the Sea (from the Little Mermaid) 

 

PSHCE Themes and key texts: 
• Being a good friend 

• Resisting pressure 

• Families 

• Diverse community 

• Healthy diet 

• Keeping active 
 

 


