
 Year 2 Literature Plan 
 

Children should… 
• Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books 
• Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends and retelling these orally 
• Recognising some different forms of poetry 
• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform 

The lists below are not exhaustive and staff always 
have freedom to choose additional texts as they see 
fit. In Year 1 and 2, different texts will be used for 

writing, depending on the purpose of the writing being 
taught and the interests of the children. 

Potential Year 1 and 2 Book Club Books The Always Books – Key Texts The Always Books – The Dream Reads 

Children will move onto Book Club Books once they have 
completed the RWI Phonics Programme. Depending 
upon staffing and group sizes, sometimes children 

across Year 1 and 2 are taught together, at other times 
they are taught separately. The list below shows 

potential Book Club books, but this is not exhaustive and 
will be added to/adapted depending on the 

needs/abilities of the children. 
 
The Worst Witch (Jill Murphy)  - PSHCE focus on 
accepting each other and being a good friend  
 
Flat Stanley (Jeff Brown) - PSHCE focus on finding 
yourself and standing up for what you believe 
 
The Elephant (Peter Carnavas – PSHCE loss, grief and 
family 
 
Picklewitch and Jack - PSHCE focus on friendship and 
being yourself  
 
Charlotte’s Web (E.B. White) – PSHCE focus on 
accepting each other and being a good friend 
 
Fantastic Mr Fox (Roald Dahl) – PSHCE focus on 
stealing, how we treat each other, working together as 
a team  
 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark (Jill Tomlinson) –
Classic text, PSHCE link to overcoming fears, family 
and it being okay to be different 
 
Harry and the Poisonous Centipede (Lynne Reid Banks) 
– PSHCE focus on bravery, it’s ok to be different 
 
Adventure Mice (Reeves and Mcintyre) – introduction to 
chapter books, adventure story 
 
The Twits (Roald Dahl) – Classic author, 
characterisation, link to other books by the same 
author 
 
Interview with a Shark and other Ocean Giants too 
(Andy Seed) – Non fiction text, linked to Y2 Dream 
Read, environment and habitats 
 
Cakes in Space (Reeves and Mcintyre) – Adventure 
story, first in series, bravery ad overcoming fear 
 
Marv and the Mega Robot (Alex Falase-Koya) – 
Adventure story, first in a series, overcoming fear, 
being yourself  
 

Fairy Stories, Myths and Legends 
• The Elves and the Shoemaker 

• Rumpelstiltskin 

• The Pied Piper 

• Hansel and Gretel 

• Cinderella 

Key poems (those in red to learn by heart to 
perform) 

• The Sound Collector (Roger McGough) 
• Dog in the Playground (Allan Ahlberg) 
• The Language of Cat (Rachel Rooney) 

• A Ballroom for St Bernards (Kit Wright) 
• It’s Behind you! (David Harmer) 
• Enormouse (Sally Roberts) 
• Remembrance Day - We Shall Keep the 

Faith (Moina Michael)  

• The Little Turtle (Vachel Lindsay) 
• Open a Book (Jane Baskwill) 
• Where teachers keep their pets (Paul 

Cookson) 
 
Non-Fiction 

• The Sea Book (Charlotte Milner) 
• My Encyclopaedia of Very Important 

Adventures (DK) 
• The Big Book of Blue (Yuval Zommer) 
• Fantastically Great Women Who Saved the 

Planet (Kate Pankhurst) 

• Ching Shuh (the girl who ruled the sea)  
• The Big Book of the UK (Imogen Russell 

Williams) 
 
Picture books 

• The Barnabus Project (The Fan Brothers) 
• The Green Ship (Quentin Blake) 
• Footpath Flowers (JonArno Lawson and 

Syndney Smith) 
• A Shelter for Sadness (Anne Booth and 

David Litchfield) 

• Polonius the Pit Pony (Richard O-Neil) 
• A Child of Books (Oliver Jeffers) 
• The Comet (Joe Todd-Stanton) 
• Inside the Villains (Clothilde Perrin)  
• Once Upon a Tune  -Stories from the 

Orchestra (James Mayhew) 
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Additional Texts Themes to Explore 

Fairy Stories, Myths and Legends 
• Once Upon a Wild Wood (Chris Riddell)  

 
 
Key poems  

• Billy McCool (Aoife Mannix) 
• Didgeridoo (Roger McGough) 
• The Midnight Skaters (Roger McGough) 
• Pleasant Sounds (John Clare) 
• What are Little Girls made of? (Pia DasGupta) 
• Don’t ever put fish in your pants (Shaun Jex) 
• What are Little Girls made of? (Pia DasGupta) 
• A Rainy Day (Rhiannon Oliver) 

 
 
Poetry Collections 

• An Animal Poem for Every Day of the Year  
• Poems Aloud 
• An Emotional Menagerie: Poems from A to Z 
• Thinker My Puppy Poet and Me (Elouise 

Greenfield) 
• Revolting Rhymes (Roald Dahl) 

 
 
Other Key Texts: 

• The Sheep Pig (Dick King Smith) 
• Nim’s Island (Wendy Orr)  
• Charlotte’s Web (EB White)  
• Mary Poppins (PL Travers) 

 
 
Song Lyrics 

• The Colours of the Wind (from Pocahontas)  
• Better/ Stand/ Be The Change (Britt Nicole)  
• Get Back Up Again (Anna Kendrick – Trolls) 
• This is Me (Greatest Showman) 

 

Non-Fiction 
• The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps 
• The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving 

Woman Changed a City (H Joseph Hopkins) 
• Interview with a Shark (Andy Seed) 
• The Big City Atlas (Maggie Li) 
• Wild World (Angela McAllister) 
• How to be Extraordinary (Rashmi Sirdieshpande) 
• Shark Lady (the True Story of Eugenie Clark) 

 
 
Picture books 

• Fungus and the Bogeyman (Raymond Briggs)  
• Don’t Look in This Book (Samuel Langley-Swain) 
• Shine (Sarah Asuquo)  
• The Once upon a time map book (BG Hennessy) 
• Dragonology (Dugald Steer)  
• The Tunnel (Anthony Browne)  
• The Dragon Machine (Helen Ward) 
• It Was a Dark and Stormy Night (Janet and Allan Ahlberg)  
• Journey (Aaron Becker) 
• Tuesday (David Wiesner)  
• The Night Gardener (The Fan Brothers) 
• Traction Man is Here (Mini Grey) 
• Cinnamon (Neil Gaiman)  
• Hermelin: the Detective Mouse (Mini Grey)  
• Starboy (Jami Gigot) 
• The Station Cat 

 

 
PSHCE themes and key texts: 

• Friendship 
• Bullying 
• Jobs 
• Rules 
• Risks 
• Keeping safe 
• Online safety 
• Being healthy 
• Feelings  

 


