
 Year 1 Literature Plan 
 

Children should… 
• Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books 
• Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends and retelling these orally 
• Recognise some different forms of poetry 
• Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform 

The lists below are not exhaustive and staff always 
have freedom to choose additional texts as they see 
fit. In Year 1 and 2, different texts will be used for 

writing, depending on the purpose of the writing being 
taught and the interests of the children. 

Potential Year 1 and 2 Book Club Books The Always Books – Key Texts The Always Books – The Dream Reads 

Children will move onto Book Club Books once they have 
completed the RWI Phonics Programme. Depending 
upon staffing and group sizes, sometimes children 

across Year 1 and 2 are taught together, at other times 
they are taught separately. The list below shows 

potential Book Club books, but this is not exhaustive and 
will be added to/adapted depending on the 

needs/abilities of the children. 
 
The Worst Witch (Jill Murphy)  - PSHCE focus on 
accepting each other and being a good friend  
 
Flat Stanley (Jeff Brown) - PSHCE focus on finding 
yourself and standing up for what you believe 
 
The Elephant (Peter Carnavas – PSHCE loss, grief and 
family 
 
Picklewitch and Jack - PSHCE focus on friendship and 
being yourself  
 
Charlotte’s Web (E.B. White) – PSHCE focus on 
accepting each other and being a good friend 
 
Fantastic Mr Fox (Roald Dahl) – PSHCE focus on 
stealing, how we treat each other, working together as 
a team  
 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark (Jill Tomlinson) –
Classic text, PSHCE link to overcoming fears, family 
and it being okay to be different 
 
Harry and the Poisonous Centipede (Lynne Reid Banks) 
– PSHCE focus on bravery, it’s ok to be different 
 
Adventure Mice (Reeves and Mcintyre) – introduction to 
chapter books, adventure story 
 
The Twits (Roald Dahl) – Classic author, 
characterisation, link to other books by the same 
author 
 
Interview with a Shark and other Ocean Giants too 
(Andy Seed) – Non fiction text, linked to Y2 Dream 
Read, environment and habitats 
 
Cakes in Space (Reeves and Mcintyre) – Adventure 
story, first in series, bravery ad overcoming fear 
 
Marv and the Mega Robot (Alex Falase-Koya) – 
Adventure story, first in a series, overcoming fear, 
being yourself  
 

Fairy Stories, Myths and Legends 

• Little Red Riding Hood 

• The Princess and the Pea 

• Pinocchio 

• Aladdin 

• The Magic Porridge Pot 
 

Key poems (those in red to learn by heart to 
perform) 

• Oh the Places you’ll go (Dr Seuss) 

• Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf (Roald 

Dahl) 

• Seashell (James Berry) 

• Please Mrs Butler (Allan Ahlberg)  

• Dear Ugly Sisters (Laura Mucha) 

• Instructions for Growing Poetry (Tony 

Mitton) 

• Winter (Judith Nicholls) 

• On the Ning Nang Nong (Spike Milligan) 

• Cats (Eleanor Farjeon) 

• Now we are Six (AA Milne) 
 

 
Non-Fiction 

• A Big Garden (Gilles Clement) 

• Everything Under the Sun (Molly Oldfield) 

• What is Racism (Katie Daynes and Jordan 

Akpojaro) 

• What a Waste: Rubbish, Recycling and 
Protecting our Planet (DK)  

• The Big Book of Belonging (Yuval Zommer)  

• What do you see when you look at a tree? 

(Emma Carlisle) 

• Mythical Beasts and Magical Creatures 

(Stephen Krensky) 

 
 
Picture books 

• Look Up (Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola) 
• Llama Glamarama (Simon James Green) 
• Pirate Stew (Neil Gaiman) 

• We want our books (Jake Alexander) 
• The Pirate Mums (Jodie Lancet-Grant) 
• The Snow Dragon (Abi Elphinstone) 
• What we’ll Build (Oliver Jeffers) 
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Additional Texts Themes to Explore 

 
Key poems (those in red to learn by heart to perform) 

• Remembrance Day - In Flanders Fields (John 
McCrae)  

• The Secret Place (Dennis Lee) 
• My Hat! (Tony Mitton) 
• Autumn Gilt (Valerie Bloom) 
• Inside a shell (John Foster)  
• The Lorax (Dr Seuss) 

 
 
Poetry Collections 

• The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems (June 
Crebbin) 

• Take off your Brave (poems just for you) 
• Read Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young 
• Perfectly Peculiar Pets (Elli Woollard and Anja 

Boretzki)  
• A First Book of the Sea (Nicola Davies and Emily 

Sutton)  
• Penguin’s Poems by Heart (Laura Barber)  

 
 
Song Lyrics: 

• Roar (Katy Perry) – Self-belief and empowerment  
• Two Worlds, One Family (Tarzan – Phil Collins) – 

Appreciation, Respect 
• Show Yourself/Let It Go (Frozen – Idina Menzel) – 

Self-Acceptance 
• Count on Me (Bruno Mars) – Friendship  

Non-Fiction 
• My Encyclopaedia of Very Important Things (DK) 
• My Encyclopaedia of Very Important Animals (DK) 
• My Encyclopaedia of Very Important World (DK) 
• Be a Tree (Maria Gianferrari) 
• See Inside: Recycling and Rubbish (Alex Frith) 
• Little People, Big Dreams: Ernest Shackleton (Maria 

Isabel Sanchez Vegara) 
• This is how we do it (Matt Lamothe) 

 
Picture books 

• How to Mend a Friend (Karl Newson) 
• Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine (Gloria Whelan) 
• Here we are (Oliver Jeffers) 
• Mrs Noah’s Pockets (Jackie Morris and James 

Mayhew) 
• Little Glow (Katie Sahota and Harry Woodgate) 
• The Thing at Number 52 (Ross Montgomery) 

 
PSHCE themes and key texts: 

• What makes us special 
• Different families 
• Money 
• Worries 
• Change 
• Looking after others 
• Keeping Healthy  
• Jobs  

 

 


