
Letter Formation Spelling Sentences Composition 

Write recognisable letters, most 

of which are correctly formed. 
 

Letter formation is taught daily 

through the RWI Phonics 

programme and also through 

additional ‘Basic Skills’ sessions.  

 

There is an expectation that 

children can form all letters 

correctly by the end of 

Reception.  

Spell words by identifying 

sounds in them and 

representing the sounds with a 

letter or letters. 

 

Spelling is taught through the 

Read Write Inc Phonics 

programme. 

Write simple phrases and 

sentences that can be read by 

others. 
 

Sentence construction is taught 

daily through the RWI Phonics 

programme and also through 

additional ‘Basic Skills’ sessions.   

 

Sentence construction focuses 

on the use of dictated 

sentences, applying sounds 

children are familiar with. 
 

 

Write linked sentences with an 

adult, using vocabulary taught 

through reading. 
 

Composition is taught through 

shared writing modelled by the 

class teacher. Composition work 

is linked to the texts children 

have read in class.  

 

Composition work focuses on 

linking sentences and applying 

language taught through reading. 

Editing and redrafting: 

• Children are taught the early stages of edit-

ing and redrafting their work using the ‘tick 

or fix’ strategy from Read Write Inc. 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Sequencing sentences to make 

short narratives. 

Rehearsing sentences verbally    

before writing them down 

 

 

Joining words into sentences. 

 

 

Joining words and clauses using 

‘and’ 

 

 

 

 

Separation of words with spaces 

 

 

Capital letters for proper nouns 

(names) 

 

Capital letter for I 

 

Capital letters to start sentences. 

 

 

Full stops 

 

Question marks 

 

Exclamation marks 

Regular plural noun suffixes -es or 
–es and the effects on the meaning 
of the nouns. 
 
Suffixes that can be added to verbs 
–ing, -ed, -er 
 
How the prefix un changes the 
meaning of verbs and adjectives. 

 

I can use adjectives to describe. 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 1: 

• Letter 

• Word 

• Finger Spaces 

• Sentence 

• Full stops 

• Capital letters 

• Question Mark 

• Exclamation Mark 

• Singular/Plural 

Editing and redrafting: 

• Re-reading what they have written to check that 

it makes sense  

• Discuss what they have written with the teacher 

or other pupils  

• Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be 

heard by their peers and the teacher.  

Inform Entertain Persuade Discuss 

    



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Fiction: 

• Plan opening around characters, 

setting, weather etc. 

• Use beginning, middle, end for a 

story. 

• Begin to understand the 5 part    

story structure: intro, build up, 

problem, resolution, ending. 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Introduction - opening factual 

statement 

• Middle –Factual sentences, bullet 

points, diagrams 

• Ending –concluding sentence 

Simple connectives: but, so, because,  

 

Past tense consistently 

 

Range of sentence openers. 

 

Different types of sentences to describe. 

Using ? . ! in the right 

places. 

 

 

Start to use similes in the right 

places. 

STEAL some 

sentences! 

WRITE YOUR 

OWN writing 

targets. CREATE 

a setting. 

MAKE the reader 

feel something!. 

FIND your writing 

targets. 

CHANGE the        

setting. EXPLORE different 

texts. 

GOOD/BAD 

character? 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Develop positive attitudes        

towards and stamina for writing 

by:  

• Writing narratives about       

personal experiences and those 

of others (real and fictional)  

• Writing about real events  

• Writing poetry  

• Writing for different purposes  

 

Using tenses consistently 

throughout a text (present or 

past) 

 

Use of progressive form of verbs 

(past/present) to show actions in 

progress. 

How grammatical patterns in a   

sentence show its function:         

exclamation, question, statement or 

command. 

 

Subordination: when, because, that, 

if 

 

Coordination: or, and, but 

 

Expand noun phrases for 

description and specification. 

 

Consistent tenses 

 

Progressive form of tenses. 

 

Adverbs to start sentences. 

Demarcate different types of     

sentences:  

Capital letters to start sentences. 

Full stops 

Question marks 

Exclamation marks 

 

Commas in a list 

 

Apostrophes for contractions don’t, 

can’t etc. 

Formation of nouns using suffixes 
e.g, -ness, -er and compound words 
 
Formation of adjectives using    
suffixes such as –ful, -less 
 
Use of suffixes –er and –est in   
adjectives and –ly to turn adjectives 
to adverbs 
 

Similes. 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 2: 

• Noun 

• Noun phrase 

• Statement 

• Question 

• Command 

• Exclamation 

 

Editing and redrafting: 

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:  

• Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils  

• Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indi-

cate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the contin-

uous form  

• Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

• Suffix 

• Past tense 

• Present tense 

• Verb 

• Adjective 

• Compound 

• Apostrophe 

• Comma 
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Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Fiction: 

• Plan opening around characters, setting, weather etc. 

• Use the 5 part story structure: intro, build up, problem, 

resolution, ending. 

• Ending should be longer section and not just conclud-

ing sentence 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Introduction - heading, hook to engage reader, factual         

statement, definition, opening question 

• Middle –Related ideas/sentences grouped into sec-

tions, subheadings, use of lists, what is needed etc, 

diagrams 

• Ending –Make a final comment to the reader. 

Different conjunctions: while, 

when, once 

 

 

 

Full range of punctuation 

up to Year 2 

(consistently) 

 

Know the best place to 

include ? ! . 

 

I can start to use         

inverted commas for 

speech. 

Powerful verbs. 

 

Really descriptive sentenc-

es using adjectives and ad-

verbs. 

 

Choose words carefully 

from stories read. 

STEAL some 

sentences! 

WRITE YOUR 

OWN writing 

targets. CREATE 

a setting. 

MAKE the reader 

feel something!. 

FIND your writing 

targets. 

CHANGE the        

setting. EXPLORE different 

texts. 

GOOD/BAD 

character? 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Organising paragraphs around a 

theme. 

 

 

In narratives, creating settings, 

characters and plot. 

 

 

Use simple organisational devices 

such as headings and subheadings 

 

 

Use of perfect form of verbs- ‘He 

has gone out’ 

Expressing time, place and cause using… 

• Conjunctions: then, before, after, while, 

so, because 

• Adverbs - next, soon 

• Prepositions –Before, after, during, in 

 

 

Use of perfect form of verbs. 

 

 

I can start my sentences in different ways 

Secure use of inverted 

commas to punctuate direct 

speech. 

 

Use . ? , ! accurately all the 

time. 

Formation of nouns using a range 
of prefixes: auto, super, anti 
 

Use of determiners ‘a’ and ‘an’ 

accurately depending on vowels 

 

 

Word families based on common 
words showing how words are    
related in form and meaning. 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 3: 

• Word family 

• Conjunction 

• Adverb 

• Preposition 

• Direct Speech 

• Inverted commas 

• Prefix Clause 

• Clause 

• Consonant 

Editing and redrafting: 

Evaluate and edit by:  

• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and    

suggesting improvements  

• Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve            

consistency, e.g. the accurate use of pronouns in sentences  

• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

• Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using    

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear.  

• Vowel 

• Subordinate Clause 

• Perfect form 

• Determiner 

• Paragraph 

Inform Entertain Persuade Discuss 

    



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Fiction: 

• Introduction: Detailed description of setting/characters 

• Build-up: build in suspense      towards problem 

• Problem: include detail of action/dialogue 

• Resolution: Should link with the problem but not be too      straight-

forward! 

• Ending: Clear ending linking back to the start, showing how charac-

ter feels, changes etc. 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Introduction - Develop hook to grab the reader’s attention: Who…?  

Where...?   What…? 

• Middle –Related ideas/sentences grouped into paragraphs,           

subheadings, topic sentences 

• Ending –Personal response, extra information, reminders 

 

Explore imaginative ways 

to start sentences: 

where/when/how starters 

 

Rhetorical questions and 

other skills to draw the 

reader in. 

 

Experiment with length of 

sentences. 

 

Use speech and action 

together like an author. 

 

Starting to use 

commas. 

Speech and action when 

writing dialogue. 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATE 

structure 
USE A        

DIFFERENT 

point of view. 

ANALYSE     

writer style. 

CREATE             

atmosphere. 

SHOW characters’ 

personalities. 

DEVELOP             

relationships       

between           

characters. 

COMPARE            

different 

texts. 

INVESTIGATE    

sentence           

types. 
EXPLORE different 

texts. 

SWITCH the        

atmosphere. 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Organising paragraphs around a 

theme. 

 

In narratives, creating settings, 

characters and plot. 

 

Use simple organisational devices 

such as headings and subheadings 

 

 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or 

noun within and across sentences 

to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 

Using wider range of conjunctions: 

although, until, when, if 

 

 

Noun phrases extended using    

modifying adjectives, nouns and 

prepositional phrases. 

 

 

Fronted adverbials. 

 

Use stage directions in speech 

(speech, verb, action) 

Use of commas after fronted      

adverbials 

 

Use of inverted commas and other 

punctuation to demarcate direct 

speech e.g. comma after reporting 

clause, end punctuation inside     

inverted commas. 

 

Apostrophes to mark singular and 

plural possession. 

The grammatical difference        
between plural and possessive s. 
 

Standard English forms for verb 

inflections instead of local spoken 

forms e.g. ‘We were’ instead of ‘We 

was’ 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 4: 

• Pronoun 

• Possessive pronoun 

• Adverbial 

• Fronted adverbial 

• Determiner 

Editing and redrafting: 

Evaluate and edit by:  

• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and    

suggesting improvements  

• Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve            

consistency, e.g. the accurate use of pronouns in sentences  

• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

• Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using    

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear.  

Inform Entertain Persuade Discuss 

    



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Use and control of paragraphs to show shifts in time, location. 

 

Fiction: 

• Introduction: Description, setting, action 

• Build-up: build in suspense towards problem 

• Problem: build in suspense writing to make exciting 

• Resolution: Should link with the problem but not be too straightforward! 

• Ending: Clear distinction between resolution and ending 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Logical organisation 

• Group related paragraphs 

• Use of topic sentences 

• Connectives to link information within paragraphs 

 
I can investigate and try out different ways to make my writing flow. 

 

I can explore different ways of structuring my writing. 

Experiment with the length of 

sentences. 

 

Explore subordinate clauses with 

a range of conjunctions 

 

 

 

Use a full range of 

punctuation (up to 

Year 4) 

Explore imaginative 

ways to start my 

sentences: similes, -

ed clauses, -ing verb 

clauses, adverbs. 

 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATE 

structure 
USE A        

DIFFERENT 

point of view. 

ANALYSE     

writer style. 

CREATE             

atmosphere. 

SHOW characters’ 

personalities. 

DEVELOP             

relationships       

between           

characters. 

COMPARE            

different 

texts. 

INVESTIGATE    

sentence           

types. 
EXPLORE different 

texts. 

SWITCH the        

atmosphere. 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Devices to build cohesion within a 

paragraph. 

 

Liking ideas across paragraphs   

using adverbials. 

 

 

Relative clauses beginning with 

who, whom, where, which, when 

that or an omitted relative pronoun. 

 

 

Indicting degrees of possibility    

using modal verbs e.g. might, 

should, could or adverbs e.g.      

possibly, perhaps, surely 

Dashes and brackets to indicate 

parenthesis. 

 

Use of commas to clarify meaning 

and avoid ambiguity. 

Converting nouns to adverbs using 
verbs and suffixes e.g. –ate, -ise, -
ify. 
 
Verb prefixes e.g. dis, de, mis etc. 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 5: 

• Relative Clause 

• Pronoun 

• Modal verb 

• Parenthesis 

• Bracket 

• Dash 

• Cohesion 

• Ambiguity 

Editing and redrafting: 

Evaluate and edit by:  

• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

• Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning  

• Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing  

• Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 

appropriate register  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and 

movement so that meaning is clear.  

Inform Entertain Persuade Discuss 

    



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Paragraphs to show change of place, time, action etc. 

 

Fiction: 

Writing starting at any one of five sections of story: 

• Introduction: Action, description, character/setting, dialogue 

• Build-up: develop suspense   techniques 

• Problem: May be more than one problem to be solved 

• Resolution: Should link with the problem but not be too straightforward! 

• Ending: Character could reflect on events, look to future, reflect on 

changes 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Secure use of paragraphs 

• Linking across and between paragraphs 

• Rhetorical questions 

 

Experiment with paragraph length for effect. 

Lengthen and shorten sen-

tences for effect. 

 

Move sentence chunks 

around for different effects. 

 

All of my writing choices are 

made for a reason. 

 

I can use a full range of 

punctuation (up to Year 5 

curriculum) 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATE 

structure 
USE A        

DIFFERENT 

point of 

ANALYSE     

writer style. 

CONSISTENCY. 

SHOW characters’ 

personalities. 

DEVELOP             

relationships       

between           

characters. 

COMPARE            

different 

texts. 

INVESTIGATE    

sentence           

types. 
EXPLORE differ-

ent texts. 

SWITCH the        

atmosphere. 



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using 

a wider range of cohesive   devices: 

repetition of a word or phrase, 

grammatical connections (e.g. 

adverbials) and ellipsis. 

 

 

Layout devices such as subheadings, 

tabled, diagrams, columns, headings. 

 

 

I can create settings, characters and 

atmosphere in my writing.  

Use of passive to affect the         

presentation of information in a       

sentence. 

 

I can use vocabulary and grammar that 

match the purpose of my writing 

 

 

Using expanded noun phrases to 

convey information effectively. 

 

 

I can change the structure of my     

sentences. 

Use of the colon, semi-colon and dash to mark the 

boundary between independent clauses. 

 

 

Use of colon to introduce a list. 

 

Punctuation of bullet points for information. 

 

How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity. 

 

I can build dialogue into my writing,  using accurate 

punctuation. 

How words are related in 
meaning as synonyms and 
antonyms. 
 
Expanded noun phrases 
to add detail. 
 

 

I can use the right verb 

tenses all the time. 

Terminology children must be familiar with by the end of Year 6: 

• Active voice 

• Passive voice 

• Subject 

• Object 

• Hyphen 

• Synonym 

• Antonym 

• Colon 

• Semi-colon 

• Bullet points 

• Question tags 

• Subjunctive form 

Editing and redrafting: 

Evaluate and edit by:  

• Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

• Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning  

• Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing  

• Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, 

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the 

appropriate register  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and 

movement so that meaning is clear.  

Inform Entertain Persuade Discuss 

    



Text Structure Sentence Structure Punctuation Language 

Fiction: 

• Start story and any one of 5 points in story structure 

• Include suspense, flashbacks/flash forwards, cliff hangers, time 

slips 

• Maintain plot consistently (working from plan) 

• Secure development of characterisation 

• Secure use of linking between and across paragraphs 

 

Non-fiction: 

• Variety of text layouts  appropriate to purpose. 

• Use range of techniques to involve the reader—comments, ques-

tions, observations, rhetorical questions. 

• Express balanced coverage of a topic. 

• Use different techniques to   conclude texts 

I can use the work of         

different authors to inspire 

my writing. 

 

I make deliberate choices in 

my writing all the time. 

 

Use full range of       

punctuation for the right 

reasons. 

Use literary features 

for effect: Metaphors 

Personification 

Onomatopoeia 

Alliteration 

 

I know the difference 

between spoken and 

written language.  

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATE 

structure 
USE A        

DIFFERENT 

point of 

ANALYSE     

writer style. 

CONSISTENCY. 

SHOW characters’ 

personalities. 

DEVELOP             

relationships       

between           

characters. 

COMPARE            

different 

texts. 

INVESTIGATE    

sentence           

types. 
EXPLORE differ-

ent texts. 

SWITCH the        

atmosphere. 


