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Staff in Reception are working on setting up a Curiosity 
Station of different intriguing items that will spark the 

children’s imaginations and encourage talk.  
 

These items can be anything weird and wonderful that will 
inspire questions and chat e.g. animal bones, pieces of 

machinery, empty wasp nests - Arthur has been helping 
Miss Boustead search for beach treasure while on his 

weekend walks… 
 

Items won’t be returned, so please 
don’t send in anything valuable! The 

Curiosity Station will be running all year 
and we’ll be constantly looking to 

update the contents, so please bear 
us in mind when you’re out and about 

and see anything strange! 

Road Safety 
 
Please can we ask all parents and children to keep 

the opening to the car park clear at all times. This is 

for your safety. 

 

While last academic year the car park was closed at 

set periods of the day, it is now back to being 

accessed at all times: by school staff, Tudhoe 

Learning Trust staff, taxis and visitors.  

 

We’ve had several incidents recently where parents 

have been walking through the car park, waiting 

between the gates and where children have been 

running across the car park entrance.  

 
We also ask parents to 

drive carefully along the 

street to school as 

several parents have 

raised concerns around 

cars driving at speed 

along the back street. 

 

 

Governor 

vacancy 
 

Are you interested in becoming a 

governor? We have a vacancy for a Parent 

Governor. If you are interested, please 

contact Mr Smith via the school office. 

Goodbye to Mrs Simpson 
 

Mrs Simpson, our school Special 

Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), 

will be retiring at the end of the autumn 

term.  

 

Mrs Simpson has worked with us for 15 

years and has been a brilliant part of our 

Tudhoe team. Amy Addison will be working 

alongside Vicki this half term ready for 

taking over her role from January. We wish 

Vicki a long and happy retirement and 

welcome Amy to the team! 



Come and 
join The 
friends! 

 

Thank you so much for all of your raffle ticket purchases - the 

Friends created some fabulous hamper prizes. The raffle has 

now been drawn and the prize winners have been contacted. If 

you didn’t win, you’ll have another chance at our Christmas 

Raffle! 

 

We will be collecting donations for Christmas hampers later this 

term, so please keep us in mind if you have anything that could 

go into a hamper: sweets, wine, toys, toiletries - anything you’d 

like to win! 

 

Are you interested in joining The Friends? We have a full 

Friends meeting planned for Wednesday 10th November at 

6pm. This will be held virtually.  

 

A form with information about membership of the Friends will be 

sent out after half term. If you are interested in joining up,  

please return it to school before Monday 8th November. 

 

Please note that to help at Friends events, you will need a full 

DBS to be completed prior to getting involved.  

School Trips! 
 

Money raised from Friends events goes 
directly back into school to support the 

children. This year, the Friends are 
contributing money per class towards 

school trips and curriculum enrichment. 
This money is then matched by school, 

meaning that there is no cost to parents. 
 

So far this half term... 
 

Reception have been to Hardwick Park... 
 

Year 2 have been to Tweddle Farm... 
 

Year 4 have been to Danelaw... 
 

 and 
 

Year 5 have worked with a Tudor visitor! 
 

Next half term... 
 

Year 3 are going to the Bowes Museum 
 

Year 6 are going to Ripon Prison Museum 
 

ALL classes are taking part in Christmas 
trips, either to the pantomime or Beamish! 

New communication 
system - Arbor 

 
After half term, we will be switching to a new 
online communication system - Arbor. This will 

eventually replace ParentMail and ParentPay and 
will mean that messages and payments are all in 
one place rather than running two systems. There 

will also be a new school app to download.  
 

More information will be sent shortly. We’re 
hoping the switch over will be as smooth as 
possible, but there are bound to be teething 

troubles. Please contact Wendy in the office if you 
have any problems 

connecting to the new 
system.   

 

Thank you so much for all of 
your Harvest donations for 

Durham Foodbank! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

There are some amazing children’s books out at the moment! Often we get questions from parents about recommending books 
as Christmas gifts...here are some ideas below! 
 

Trying different Authors 
Is your child fixated on a particular author and reluctant to try other books? The ‘Bookmatch’ pages on The 
Reader Teacher website (see QR code) are great for giving alternative titles for fans of particular authors. 
We’ve been using them in school to help children pick the books that KS2 can spend their 
reading pounds on. 

 
Award shortlists 

Books which have been shortlisted for children’s book awards can be a great place to start.  
The books above are from the 2022 Lollies (The Laugh Out Loud Book Awards) Shortlist.  
 
Class Novel Sequels 
If your child has loved their class novel this half term, then it might be that they’d love the sequel! 

The QR code will take you to 
the site to find out more, 

including recommended age 
ranges and the rest of the 

shortlist! 

Year 2 have 
been reading 
‘The Tindims’ 

by Sally 
Gardner Here 
are the next 
two in the 

series.. 

Year 3 have 
been reading 

‘The Wizards of 
Once’ by 

Cressida Cowell. 
Here are the 

next two in the 
series.. 

Year 4 have 
been reading 
‘Crater Lake.’ 
by Jennifer 
Killick. The 
sequel is 

Crater Lake 
Evolution.. 

Year 5 have 
been reading 
‘Evernight’ by 

Ross Mackenzie. 
The sequel is 
Feast of the 

Evernight. 

Year 6 have been reading ‘The Haunting 
of Aveline Jonest’ by Phil Hickes. The 
sequel is ‘The Bewitching of Aveline 

Jones’ (which they’re currently reading!). 
If they’ve liked this series, they might 
like ‘Uncle Montague’s Tales of Terror’ 

by Chris Priestley. 

New Library Software 
 
This half term we have been busy setting up our 
new electronic Library System, Libresoft. From 
after half term, children from Years 2-6 will be 
scanning books in and out of their class libraries using the new system. 
 

This will help us to keep a track of which books, genres and authors are popular, track individual children’s reading 
habits and also keep a track of the books, so hopefully less go missing at home.  
 
We are still missing many books from before the first lockdown which have never been returned to school :-(  
 
Over half term, please, please, please search at home for any school books you may have and return them to 
school as soon as possible. All books need to be scanned onto the system before they can be signed out by the 
children, so the sooner we have them, the better.  Thank you. 

Reading PaRentmail 
 

Our half-termly Reading Parentmail will be 
sent this week. Please respond by Monday 
1st November and make sure you add any 

questions/suggestions you have about 
reading in school. There’s no such thing as 

a silly question! 

Reading RewaRds 
 

Reading Rewards are based 
around children reading 4 or 

more times per week at home. 
Please remember to fill in their 

homework books! 

PoetRy! 
 

We’re having a focus on poetry in 
assemblies this term. If your child 
has a favourite poem, they can 

bring it into school to read in 
assembly! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Do You Think?  

In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school.  Do you have any suggestions?  Is there anything 

we could do better?  What are we doing well?  Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box 

below, cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!) 

This is a space for us to comment on any feedback we receive via the half termly newsletter. As 
always, we encourage parents to contact us in school at anytime if you have an issue or concern; 
Jim (Headteacher) and Allison (Deputy Headteacher) are always available. That way we can deal 
with any issues you may have because if we don’t know about it, we can’t fix it.  
 
In our last newsletter, we had a thank you from a parent for helping their children settle into school so well. 
Thank you! 

Parent 
Voice 

Twitter Page @TudhoeColliery 
 

Find us at @TudhoeColliery for regular updates 
including photos of children’s work and general day 

to day life in school. 

New School Website 
 

Don’t forget to check out our website at: 
www.tudhoecollieryprimaryschool.co.uk 

Sporting events are now up and running again and we have had a very busy half term attending 

events and taster days: just this week, 15 Year 2 children have attended a dance and gymnastics 

festival, the whole school will be taking part in a Quidditch taster day and selected Year 5 and 6 

children will be taking part in a rugby festival! 

 

Here’s a look at the events we’ve taken part in so far this term... 

 

Football League 

We are delighted to announce that our football team won 

their league! After three weeks and six games, they 

remained undefeated. We were so impressed with their 

sportsmanship and attitudes and they represented our 

school brilliantly. 

 

Judo Taster Day 

Glynn from ‘Glynn Fidgeon’s Judo school’ came in and 

delivered a taster day for Years 1-5 which was brilliant and 

many of the children have already signed up to be part of 

his Spennymoor club. 

 

Rock-it Taster Day 

This was a totally new one for us! A series of flashing 

cones were set up in the hall and children had to work in 

pairs to run around and switch the lights off as quickly as 

they could - great fun! 


