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Staffing Update! 
Since sending out our staffing plan for September 

2021, there have been a few changes!  

 Miss Freeman is expecting a baby in the autumn term 

and Miss McGillivary will be moving from Year 3 into 

Reception from September 

 We have appointed a new teacher for Year 3 - Mr 

Burdess 

 Miss Foster (Reception TA) will be leaving us in 

September and Miss Page will be moving into 

Reception 

 We have appointed a TA apprentice, Miss Varley, who 

will be working in Year 2 alongside Miss Allan and Mrs 

Sheldon 

 We have appointed a PE apprentice, Mr Hamilton, who 

will be based in Year 5 on mornings alongside Mrs 

Pickard and Mrs Cooper and then supporting with PE 

on afternoons 

Updated teaching 

teams 
Reception: 

Teachers: Miss Freeman and Miss 

McGillivary 

TAs:  Miss Page and Miss Brace 

 

Year 1 

Teacher: Miss Hall 

TA: Miss Liddell 

 

Year 2 

Teacher: Miss Allan 

TA: Mrs Sheldon and Miss Varley

(Apprentice TA) 

 

Year 3 

Teacher:  Mr Burdess 

TA: Mrs Etherington 

 

Year 4 

Teacher: Miss Stephens 

TA: Mrs Blakelock 

 

Year 5 

Teacher: Mrs Pickard 

TA: Mrs Cooper and Mr Hamilton

(Apprentice TA) 

 

Year 6 

Teacher: Mr Theakston 

TA: Mrs Cullen 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The DfE have announced changes to Covid systems in 
schools from September. Key changes are given below: 

 
 Children no longer need to be kept separate in 

‘Bubbles’ 
 Staggered times and finish times are no longer needed 
 From August 16th, children will no longer need to self-

isolate if they have been in close contact with someone 
who has tested positive, instead they will be encouraged 
to take a PCR test 

 Adults who have received both vaccinations will no 
longer need to self isolate following contact with an 
infected individual 

 The only children who will need to self-isolate are those 
who test positive themselves. 

 
The end to Bubbles means we can change our systems in 
school!  
 

See page 2 of the newsletter for details of 
our timetable changes from September, 

including start and finish times! 

Homework 

books 
 

After listening to feedback from parents, 
we will be returning to homework books 

in September, rather than using Seesaw. 
The children will have one book for 

recording both Reading and Spelling 
homework. Reading ParentMails will be 

sent each half term to gather additional 
information about your child’s reading at 
home. More information will be given in 

the autumn term! 



Flexible Start 
In September, we will be 
returning to our flexible 

school start time. Children can 
enter school through the 
main entrance between 

8:40am and 8:55am. 

Active playtimes 
We have adapted the 

timetable to ensure that ALL 
teachers and support staff 
can be out playing with the 

children during morning 
playtimes. This was a system 

set up this year due to 
Bubbles that we’ve decided 
to keep as it worked so well!  

 
The whole school will be out 

together for morning break. 

Split lunchtimes 
From September, we will be 
back to two lunch sittings: 

one for Reception and KS1, 
and one for KS2. Children 
will have 30 minutes to eat 
their lunch in the hall and 
then 30 minutes to play 

outside. 
 

KS2 will eat in the hall while 
Reception and KS1 are 
outside and vice versa! 

 
Lunchtime playtimes will be 
staffed by our Teaching 

Assistants - again, staff will 
be engaged in playing with 

the children. 

At the end of the day... 
From September, school will finish at 3:30pm for all children. 

 
Reception will be collected at the gate to their outside area. 

 
Year 1 will be collected from the gate to the dance area (they’ll leave 

through the external door to their classroom) 
 

Year 2 will be collected on the yard from their external door. 
 

Year 3 and 4 will be collected from the main entrance. 
 

Year 5 and 6 will be collected from the junior entrance (near the hall 
doors). 

PE Days 
Children will take part in an 

afternoon of PE each 
week. On their designated 
PE day, they will come to 

school in their PE kit rather 
than getting changed in 

school. This allows more time 
to be spent on the actual 

lesson rather than on 
getting changed. PE days will 

be confirmed in 
September. 

Time Lesson/Activity 

8:40-8:55 Entry to school (main entrance) 

8:55-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:50 Lesson 1 

9:50-10:40 Lesson 2 

10:40 - 10:55 Assembly 

10:55-11:10 Morning playtime 

11:10-11:40 Reading  

11:40-12:30 Lesson 3 

12:30-1:30 Lunchtime 

1:30-3:30 Lesson 4 

Morning 
lessons 

Reading, Writing and 
Maths will be taught daily. 

This year we trialled 
longer lessons of writing 
and maths on alternate 
days, but we’ll be going 
back to teaching each 

lesson daily from 
September. 

Afternoon 
lessons 

Afternoon lessons will be 
PE, History, Geography, 
Science, Music, Spanish, 
PSHCE, Computing or 

RE.  
 

Art and DT are taught in 
blocks each term (DT) or 

half term (Art). 

The table below shows our new timetable from 
September 2021. With the removal of Bubbles, 
each class will be on the same timetable again 
and shared playtimes and assemblies are back! 

Whole School Assemblies 
Whole school assemblies will be back in September! Each day we’ll have 

assemblies based on Votes for Schools topics, song practice, storytelling 
assemblies, rewards and celebration, topical events, or inspirational people! 

We can’t wait to have all of our children together in one room again! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New Maths Programme 
Maths is one of the areas that has been most affected by the 

periods of lockdown, with many children displaying gaps in their 

mathematical knowledge and understanding.  

 

We have reviewed our teaching of maths in school to ensure we 

are best placed for catching up missed content and ensuring 

children gain a secure understanding of basic skills. As a result, we 

are excited to be using the Maths Mastery programme ‘Maths No 

Problem’ from September.  

 

The programme follows current research into effective Maths 

teaching and will help ensure we 

have a clear and consistent 

approach to teaching Maths 

across the school. Textbooks and 

Workbooks are central to the 

programme, so Maths will look a bit different for the children in 

September! 

Children and young people across the country have 
experienced unprecedented disruption to their education 

as a result of Coronavirus. Here are some of the 
strategies in our new Covid Catch-up plan for 2021/22. 

 

 
In some cases, children may require additional interventions outside 
of their normal lessons to address specific issues. 
 
We’re changing the way we run additional interventions next year. 
Rather than all support staff running interventions with the class 
they work with on a morning, we’re moving to some specialist roles 
across Years 2-5, so support staff will run interventions in a 
particular subject across all four year groups: 
 

 Miss Page will lead Reception interventions 

 Miss Liddell will lead Year 1 interventions 

 Mrs Sheldon will lead Spelling and Handwriting interventions 

 Mrs Etherington will lead Maths interventions and social/
emotional interventions 

 Mrs Blakelock will lead KS2 phonics interventions 

 Mrs Cooper will lead Year 6 interventions and additional 
reading interventions 

 
All interventions will be short (around 15 minutes) to ensure children 
don’t miss their timetabled lessons. We want all children to be 
accessing the full curriculum.  

staffing 
You will have seen from the staffing structure that we have additional 

members of staff within Y5 and Y2 next year.  

 

We also have an experienced teacher, Mr Cassap - who currently 

works across the Trust, coming into school 2 days a week in the spring 

term to boost within Y6.  

 

Miss Gray will also be working as catch-up support within the first few 

weeks of the autumn term and Miss Freeman will be working on catch-

up support in the autumn term in Reception and Y1. 

 

We also plan to access the National Tutoring scheme from the DFE in 

the autumn term to help support all pupils.. 

Our approach to catch up is about giving children full 
access to the wider curriculum , not narrowing the 

curriculum to purely focus on Maths and English. We are 
working on ensuring a balance between prioritising basic 

skills in reading, writing and maths, but not at the expense 
of wider curriculum subjects. 

Prioritising Basic skills 
 

We’ve found that the children’s basic skills of spelling, 
handwriting, punctuation and mental maths have been 
impacted considerably through the lockdown periods. 
We’ve already built in additional Basic skills sessions 
since the children returned to school this year, and this 
focus will continue in September. 
 
Our new Maths programme will help address basic maths 
skills (see below!) and we’re currently reviewing our 
teaching of spelling to allow us to focus in on the 
common words children spell incorrectly. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Do You Think?  

In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school.  Do you have any suggestions?  Is there anything 

we could do better?  What are we doing well?  Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box 

below, cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!) 

This is a space for us to comment on any feedback we receive via the half termly newsletter. As 
always, we encourage parents to contact us in school at anytime if you have an issue or concern; 
Jim (Headteacher) and Allison (Deputy Headteacher) are always available. That way we can deal 
with any issues you may have because if we don’t know about it, we can’t fix it.  
 
In our last newsletter, we had a suggestion for parents to switch car engines off outside of school to reduce 
the fumes. We’ll be looking at this as part of our Eco action plan in the autumn term. 

Parent 
Voice 

Twitter Page @TudhoeColliery 
 

Find us at @TudhoeColliery for regular updates 
including photos of children’s work and general day 

to day life in school. 

New School Website 
 

Don’t forget to check out our new website at: 
www.tudhoecollieryprimaryschool.co.uk 

We had an amazing School Sports Week organised by Miss Stephens! 

 

Look at the activities we took part in… 

 

 The whole school had an assembly with Circurama and then 

Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and 3 learned Circus Skills! 

 The whole school had an assembly with Alex Dewar and then Year 4, 

5 and 6 took part in inspirational workshops with him. 

 Years 1-5 had an Archery taster session 

 Reception, Year 1 and 2 took part in a ‘Hula’ competition 

 Year 5 and 6 had football workshops run by Go Well coaches 

 Year 3 and 4 took part in Outdoor and Adventurous Activity sessions with 

Thrills and Skills 

 The whole school had football coaching sessions from Spennymoor Town 

Football club 

 Each class also took part in lessons around the Euros and the Olympics 

 Each class practised for our whole school Dance and Gymnastics 

performance! 

 

 

 


