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We are currently reviewing our curriculum and we 
are really wanting to make a feature of our local 

history and our famous historical figures. As a colliery 
school, we feel it’s really important that children know 

about their roots and the history of the school.  
 

Our plan is for each year group to have a local 
historical figure or event so that by the time they 
leave our school, they have a full picture of the 
people who have made our community what it is.  

 
We currently have… 

 
The Tudhoe Colliery mining disaster of 18th April 1882 

where 37 miners lost their lives. 
 

Norman Cornish –the artist 
who was based in 

Spennymoor and famous for 
his paintings of 

 
Arthur Corner –an ex Tudhoe 

Colliery Teacher who went 
off to war in WW1. 

 
‘The Angel of Spennymoor,’ Sister Kate Maxey, who 
spent 4 years tending to soldiers on the front line in 

WW1, until she became a victim herself.  
 

The RAF crash where two RAF pilots, Sergeant John 
Porter and Sergeant Clifford Scott, crashed into the 

pit heap to avoid the school and 
houses. 

 
Do you know of anyone we might have 
missed? We’re just starting our local 
history journey, so if you can think of an event/person 

we could research, please let us know! 
 
 

 
We are planning on kickstarting our local history work 

with a whole school Creative Week in the summer 
based around mining and local history. As with all of 

our Creative weeks, it will finish with a Cool 
Afternoon, where we invite you into school to Come 

Observe Our Learning.  
 

Trail Reminder 
A polite reminder…. 

As the signs on the fence show,  the 
Tagessel Activity Trail is out of bounds to 

children and parents before and after school. The 
trail is timetabled through the week so that all children 

have an opportunity to play on it at  playtime or 
lunchtime when it is supervised by staff. 

Parking Reminder! 
A polite reminder to parents to make sure not 

to block the entrance to the 
farm (the gate to the right of 
the school gates) with cars at 

drop off/collection times, or at 
school events, as access is 

required at all times.  The police 
are aware and we have been 

asked to monitor the situation. 

Parent 
Voice 

 
In our last newsletter, we told you about Reading Plus, a 
computer based reading programme we have been 
using with our Year 5 and 6 children. 
 
We will be starting using Reading Plus with our Year 3 and 
Year 4 children after Easter. They will first complete an 
online assessment to identify their starting points and will 
then start to use the programme 3 x per week in 
school. 
 
Children can also access the programme at home.  
 
Like with Year 5 and 6, we will hold a parent information 
session for Year 3 and 4 parents later in the summer 
term, combined with an 
opportunity for you to use 
Reading Plus alongside your 
child.  

Term Time Holidays 
As stated in our autumn term newsletter, as a school, we 

are increasingly under pressure from the local authority and 
Ofsted to improve our attendance figures. 
As a consequence of this, from September 

2018, we will not be authorising any holi-
days. Unfortunately, this may result in us 
having to fine families for taking holidays 

within term time, something we have always 
tried hard to avoid.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This year our summer fair will be held on Friday 21st 

June 3:30pm-5pm. We will be requesting donations 

of toys, books, pamper items, alcohol, raffle prizes 

e.g. gift vouchers (maybe from your place of work?), 

or individual items that could be made into a hamper 

for a raffle prize. If you know anyone with links to a 

business who would be willing to provide a raffle 

prize, please let us know...Everything helps and all 

goes to a good cause!  

Thankyou!! 

At our recent round of Parent Forums, several parents asked for information about joining 
the Friends.. See below for more info! 
 
Who are the Friends? 
The Friends of the school are a volunteer group of parents who organise fundraising events each term in 
order to raise extra money for the school. 
 
Who can join the Friends? 
Anyone...Anytime! If you’re interested in joining the Friends, please contact Miss Boustead, either by 
telephoning or emailing the school office or catching her on the yard before/after school. 
 
How does it work? 
We roughly have one meeting each term, or more often depending on the events coming up. For each event, 
a committee is set up to organise it, e.g. for the summer fair, the committee will be involved in booking outside 
businesses, organising donations, making items to sell etc. 
 
Where does the money go? 
The money comes directly back into school to benefit the children. This year the Friends will be donating 
£3,500 into school to pay towards school trips. This amount is matched by school, meaning that we don’t need 
to ask for contributions from parents. 

We hope you liked your Mother’s Day gifts! The 

children were so excited about buying them 

and we sold 184 in total. Thank you to the 

Friends for the hours spent making them!  

Parent 
Voice 

Your responses… 
 
No dogs allowed 
On the last newsletter we had an enquiry about whether dogs are allowed 
on the yard. Sadly, due to health and safety reasons, the answer is no.   
 
Smoking outside of school 
We also had a comment from a parent about adults smoking outside of 
school and it not being pleasant for parents and children to walk through, 
either outside the school gate or at the bus stop outside school. While we 

can’t control public rights of way, we would always ask that parents are mindful of 
others who are walking past.     

Twitter Page 
@TudhoeColliery 

Find us at @TudhoeColliery for 
regular updates including photos of 
children’s work and general day to 

day life in school. 

Parent 
Voice 

We hope you’ve enjoyed our Key Stage 2 Learning Together sessions this 

term. Look out for our parent online safety survey that will be coming out 

after half term. We will use the results to help plan our online safety 

provision in school. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Listen... 

 

 

 
 

Understand how the app works... 

 

Check Reviews... 

 

Understand Age Restrictions... 

 

Understand the Safety Features... 

 

Set Clear Boundaries 

 

 

 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.getsafeonline.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Do You Think?  

In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school.  Do you have any suggestions?  Is there anything 

we could do better?  What are we doing well?  Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box 

below, cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!) 

Multi Skill-ing through spring! 
Y1  took part in a carousel of events designed to work on and improve a full range of skills. Their 
favourite activities were the agility courses and the beanbag toss. They worked brilliantly and loved it! 
 
B-Ball Tournament 
We took two teams of Y6 children to play basketball against other teams from Spennymoor and had the 
fantastic result of 3rd. All pupils performed brilliantly and enjoyed the experience from start to finish. 
 
Boxing Sensation 
In the first half term, Y5&6 had very special training with a boxing coach. They learnt some fantastic skills 
such as punching techniques, correct stance and movement with the feet. They thoroughly enjoyed it.  
 
Going for Goal 
Our team of Owen, Neve, Callum, George, Matthew, Jack and Ellis gave brilliant performances in every 
match. As a result, the team came second in the league and we are so proud of how far they have come. 
We were unbeaten throughout the league and drew the remaining two matches. 
 
Dance, Dance, Dance  
Y5 took part in the annual dance festival after creating their own routine in their PE lessons. They danced 
to Colours of the Wind from the Disney movie Pocahontas and told the story through their movement. They 
worked really well to stay in time with each other and the music. The audience were thoroughly impressed 
and filled with emotion.  
 
Fit for Life 
During the final week of term, each class took part in a Fit for Life workout with a fitness expert from the 
Sedgefield Schools Partnership (SSP). Each class had one fitness movement to master and then completed 
a workout revolving around their fitness skill. Each class tried extremely hard and we could tell because 
there were some aching muscles the day after! 
 
Tag, you’re it! Rugby County Finals  
Back in the autumn term, selected children from Y5&6 took part in the SSP Tag Rugby event. They won, 
which meant it was time for the county finals! The team played well together, showed off all their skills and 
did the school proud at an extremely difficult event. 
 
Gymnastics Key Steps Festival and Gymnastics County Finals 
Selected KS2 children took part in the Key Steps Gymnastics Festival in 
February. This was a competition for gymnasts to perform a floor and vault 
routine. After everyone had competed, we received some fantastic news! 
Team Y3&4 came 2nd with a team score of 72.70...and Team Y5&6 came 1st 
with a team score of 74.10. This meant they went through to county finals! 
 
County finals took place in March and the team performed wonderfully 
again! They finished first as a team, with a score of 72.60! We are all so 
proud of them! 
 
As part of this report, we would like to thank South Durham Gymnastic Club 
(The Pink Gym) for the use of their fantastic facilities and hosting such a 
brilliant event.  


